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I 4n Account of two Glands and their Excretory
Duéts lately difcover'd in Human ‘Bodies. By
Myr. William Cowper. F.R.S.

3 Otwithftanding the general application of the
Learned in this Age to Anatomy, and the
N fuccefs wherewith they have cultivated i,
there remain undoubtedly many confiderable
Difcoveries to be made, many ufeful Organs to be de-
teCted, of great confequence to the right underftand-
ing of the Animal Deconomy s for the knowledge
of which perhaps Pofterity fhall be ebliged vo the fuc-
cefsful Labours of thofe that fhall come after us, and
wonder how they efcap'd our Obfervation, as we have
done by thofe that preceded us. Of chis the Difcove-
1y of two Glands (not beforethat we krow taken no-
tice of in a Humane Subjet) may be #n Tnftance,
efpecially fihce they are found in a part that has not
only been accurately deferibed by ethers, but fre-
quently and carefully examin'd by my felf before I
took notice of them. This may encourage us not to
defpond, if we dont find all our Enquiries attended
with Difcoveriés, fior to fer an over-value @pon our
felves for thofe which our good Fortune may prefent us
with ; f{ince it is fometimes the misfortune of Men of
greater Application and Sagaeity than our felves to
meet with Difappointments.
About a quarter of an Inch below the Proftate Glands.
(Fig. 1. E.) [ found two other fmall Glands (. GG)

vlaced on cach fide the Urethra (ib. F) a little above
the
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the Bulb of its Cavernous Body : (/.1.) Thele
Glands are of a depreft Oval Figure, not exceeding
the magnitude of a fmall French Bean. After thofe parts
of the Mufeulus Accelerator (ib. | 1) are removed, wisich
pafs over thefe Glands, you may feel them placed
like two hard Bodies on each fide the Urethra. They
incline to a yellowith colour like that of the Proftates.
Their Excretory Ducts appear on their internal Sur-
face (Fig. 2. A. b) next the inner Membrane of the
Urethra (Fig. 2. C) whence they defcend about half
an Inch in length before they grow lefs and pierce
that Membrane obliquely. at their opening into the
Uretbra, (ib. D.) in which they difcharge their fepa-
rated Liquor. After opening the upper part of the
Urethra towards the Dorfum Penis and expanding its
inner Membrane, if you comprefs thefe Glands, you
may fee their Liquor iffue from two diftin@ Ori-
fices, which is very Tranfparent and Tenacious: thefe
two Orifices open into the Urethra juft below its bend-
ing under the Offz Pubss in the Perineum.

The Artifice of Nature is very extraordinary in thus
placing thefe Glands and their Excretory Dudls, fince
on the Ere@ion of the Penss and the diftenfion of the
Bulb of the Cavernous Body of the Urethra, they are
thereby neceflarily compreft, and the Liquor contain’d
in their Excretory Dus forced through their ewo Ori-
ficesinto the Cavity of the Urethra : befides this, that
parc of the Mufculus. Accelerator (mention'd above)
which pafles over thefe ‘Glands, contributes to this
Compreffion. Tt feems requifite fuch Agents fhould
Confpire in Comprefling thefe Organs, fince the Li-
quor they feparate is fo very Tenacious ; which con-
fiftence of it is abfolutely neceffary for the Ufes it is
employed in.

The
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The main defign of Nature in framing thefe Glands
feems to refpet the grand Work of Generation, which
will be more evident if we examin the Analogous Or-
gans in other Animals. = In Rats thefe Glands are re-
markably large, and are fo placed that upon the Ere-
&ion of the Penss they are compreft by its Turgefcency
and appofition of the Off4 Pubis; the like may be ob-
ferv’d in other Animals, particularly in Hedg-hogs.

Boars have thefe Glands very large, and the Matter
they {eparate is more tenacious, and not {o tranfparent
as in all other Creatures I have examin’d; there is
fomething peculiar in the contrivance of them in this
Animal, each Gland being cover’d with a peculiar Muf-
cle not unlike the Gizards of fome Fowl; which Me-
chanifin feems contrived for more forcibly comprefling
of them, todifcharge their very tenacious Contents into
tlie Urethra, and that not only in the time of Coition,
but at any other time ; which {eems to be more peculi-
arly required in thofe Creatures, becaufe the paflage of
their Urin is very long, and therefore ftands in need
of more of this Glutinous Matter to befincar it, where-
by it is defended from the injuries that may arife from
the Salts:of the Urin. As the Urin of different Ani-
mals is more or lefs impregnated with pungent Salts, {o
the proportion of thefe Glands differ as well as on the
account of the various. lengths of their Urethras. It
is remarkable we don’t find thefe Glands in Females
like thofe in Males,tho’ they have fomething Analogous
to them,which are defcribed in Women by D¢ Graaf, and
call’d Proffate Mulierum 5 but the Orifices of their
Excretory Duis opening at the exit of the Urethra,
they ferve to defend the Nymphe and Labia Pudendi
only from the Urinous Salts, and difcharge their Li-
quor iz Cots, as I have elfewhere taken notice ; the
whole Urethra in them being fo thort, that the contra-

Cion
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&ion of the Sphin@er Mufcke of the Bladder is fuffici-
cient to expel any remains of Urine from that paffage.”

The Ufe of the Glands (T have now Defcribed) is
twofold ; firft on the Etection of the Penis there is {0
much of their Liquor difcharged into the Urethra as
{uffices to drive out any remains of Urine, and prevent
its mixing with the Semen; and at other times the conti-
‘nual difcharge of {ome part of their Liquor into the
Urethra, defends that paffage from the Salts in the
Urine : the like continual exfudation cannot happen ei-
ther from the excretory Duéts of the Proftates or thofe
of the Peficule Seminales, becaufe the nearnefs of the
Sphin&ter Mufcle fo corrugates the inner Membrane of
the Urethra, as prevents an cafie paffage of the Liquor
by the Oftiole-of the former: norcan the Semen run out
of the latter, fince the Caruncula or Caput Gallinaginis is
contriv’d on purpofe to prevent it : wherefore the Dis-
phragme, Abdominal Mulcles, and Levatores Ani are
employed in comprefling thofe parts to difcharge their
Contents.

Ie is not improbable that the Matter which flows at
the latter end of the Cure of Venereal Difeafes, and
is called a Gleer, proceeds from thefe Glands, and not
from the Proffate or Veficule Seminales, as is common-
ly fuppofed ; which may afford us no mean Argument
for the Ufe of Inje¢tions in fuch Cafes; inftead of
which fome Practitioners perfecute their Patients with
violent Purges, and cram them with vaft quantities of
Aftringent Medicines. We may ecafily: conceive how
fuch Gleets become fometimes very Obftinate, if not
Incurable, by fuppofing the Ulcer in that Contat to
happen upon the Oftiole of thefe Secretory Dudls.

Mmm Fig.
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A, A Portion of the Bladder of Urine.

BB, Parts of the Ureters.-

C C, Parts of the Pufa Deferentia.

P D, The Feficnle Seminales fomewhat diftended with.
Wind by blowing into the P4fa Deferentia:

aa, The Blood Veflels of the Peficule Seminales.

E, The Glandule Proftase.

F, The Urethra expanded after opening its (uperior
and fore part to fee the Offfole of the Excre-
tory Ducts of - the following Glands.

G G, The two Glands above defcribed, which from the
Liquor they feperate may be call’d Glundule
Mucofe. '

by, The. Excretory Duct of one of the laft miention’d
Glands, before it pafles under the Bulb: of the
Cavernous Body of the Urethra.

I, The Bulb of the Cavernous Body of the Urethra
partly diftended with. Wind, and devefted of
the Accelerator Mufcle to thew its External
Membrane, which is very thin, ‘whereby the
laft nam'd Mufcle does more adequately com-
prefs that Bulb, and drive its contain’d Blood
towards the Glands when the Penis is Eredted.

K, Thethird Pair of Mufcles of the Penss.

L L, The Accelerator Mufcle divided in its ‘middle
Seam on the Bulb; and aftecwards freed from

v -it, and Expanded.

11, Theupper part of this Mufcle which pafier imme-
diatly over the Mucous Glands..

MM, The Mufeuli Directores Penss.

NN, The Cavernous Bodies of the Pewis.

O, The Cavernous Body of the Urethra,
P, The
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P, Fhe Ligature made to prevent the Wind from
pafling out of the Cavernous Body of the
Urethra and its Bulb,
Q. The Aperture by which the Inflation was made.

FI1G 1L

One of the Mucous Glands after being Macerated m
Water , and its Excretory Du& fill'd with
Quickfilver.

A, ‘The Mucous Gland fomewhat diftended ;

b, Its Excretory Duct.

C, A Portion of the Internal Membrane of the Ure-

, thra Expanded.
D, The Offiola of the laft mention'd Excretory Duck,

Mmma W.Epiftols



